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Box No. I Basis of the opinion t 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the 
purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)). 

2. □ This opinion has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake authorized 

by or notified to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43bis.1(a)) 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ on paper 

□ in electronic form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in electronic form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

4. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andfar table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

5. Additional comments: 



Box No. II Priority 

1 . H The validity of the priority claim has not been considered because the International Searching Authority 

does not have in its possession a copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed or, where 
required, a translation of that earlier application. This opinion has nevertheless been established on the 
assumption that the relevant date (Rules 436/s.l and 64.1) is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules 43b/s.1 and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 5-8. 20 

No: Claims 1-4. 9-19. 21-24 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1^24 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1^24 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Cited documents: 

D1 : WO 2006/087426 A (AHLSTROM GLASSFIBRE OY [Fl]; AHLSTROEM OY [Flj; 

SORVARI JUHA [Fl]) 24 August 2006 (2006-08-24) 
D2: WO 02/06605 A (LAFARGE PLATRES [FR]; LECLERCQ CLAUDE [FR]) 24 

January 2002 (2002-01-24) 
D3: WO 2006/0071 68 A (OWENS CORNING FIBERGLASS CORP [US]; OWENS 

CORNING VEIL NETHERLANDS [NL) 19 January 2006 (2006-01-19) 

1) Independent Product Claim 1 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

Document D1 discloses an impregnated fibrous veil ("carrier substrate"; claim 10), 
comprising: 

(a) a nonwoven fibrous veil including a prebinder and reinforcing fibers consisting of 
glass fibers (claim 10), 

(b) said nonwoven fibrous veil having at least one face impregnated at a rate of 
between 90 to 200 g/m2 ("pigment coating"; claim 20 as well as p. 7, 1. 11-14) 

(c) with a formulation including 80 to 98 weight percent filler and 2 to 20 weight 
percent binder (claims 1 1 and 18). 

Furthermore, D1 refers optionally to the presence of optical brightener (p. 6, 1. 28). It 
is however noted that an optical brightener is also regarded as optional in the present 
application, since claim 1 requires that this component be present in the finish 
formulation between 0 and 1 weight percent. 

The same applies to D2 (see the passages highlighted in the ISR) which discloses a 
fibrous veil including glass fibers and a prebinder (p. 4, 1. 16 to p. 5, 1. 19), said fibrous 
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veil being impregnated with a formulation at a rate of 200 g/m2 (claims 18 and 14), 
said formulation comprising 80 to 98 weight percent filler and 2 to 20 weight percent 
binder (claims 18 and 12). 

In view of this, the subject-matter of claim 1 lacks novelty (Art. 33(2) PCT). 



2) Independent Method Claim 21 



The reasons and conclusion set out above (see "1 Independent Product Claim 1") 
apply here as well. 

In view of this, the subject-matter of claim 21 lacks novelty over D1 and D2 (Art. 33(2) 
PCT). 

Opportunity is further taken to raise an objection under Article 6 PCT. Whilst claim 1 
requires a rate of impregnation of 9_Q to 200 g/m2, method claim 21 recites a rate of 
impregnation of 6J2 to 200 g/m2. It results in an inconsistency between claims 1 and 
21 (Art. 6 PCT). 



3) Dependent Claims 2-20 and 22-24 



Dependent claims 2-20 and 22-24 do not contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT 
in respect of novelty and/or inventive step, the reasons being as follows: 

a) Claim 2: implicitly disclosed in D1 and D2, since inherent to the claimed 

fibrous veil; 

b) Claim 3: D1 and D2 are totally silent on microspheres used as filler; 

c) Claim 4: conventional in the art for the intended use as cushion vinyl flooring; 

therefore at least not inventive over D1 ; 
d )claim 5: see D2 (p. 4/5) and D3 (claim 6); 

e) Claims 6-9: see D3 (claims 7-10); 

f) Claim 10: See D1 (paragraph 23) and D3 (claim 11); 

g) Claims 11-13: see D1 (paragraph 20) and D3 (claims 12-14); 
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h) Claims 14-19: see D3 (claims 15-17); 

i) Claim 20: conventional in the art; 

j) Claims 22-24: see D3 (claims 21-23) 



4) Industrial Applicability 



The industrial applicability would appear to be evident (Art. 33(4) PCT). 
5) Miscellaneous 



Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the documents D1 and D3 is not mentioned in the description, nor are 
these documents identified therein. 
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